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Rationale: Today, social, political and social and cultural developments in 

the country are resulting in perfect harmony with the complex modernization of the 

public virture. This involves updating the knowledge system, classification, 

completion and differentiation of the studies covering various areas of science, and 

its further widly used in studies and educational work. In other terms, Kazakh 

schools, special vocational schools, universities, as well as the syllabus make a great 

contribution to the orientation of our national identity and national interests in the 

global universe. I believe if we want to keep the proper orientation in the direction 

of the democratic development of our state and social structure, it is necessary to 

complement the historical and educational knowledge of the Kazakh education 

system including the development of primary schools, which take a particular 

position in the history of education. Therefore, it is obvious that analysis based on 

science of the educational work of the history (1915-1941) in terms of truth and 

reality, as well as its valid estimate will help to distinctly indicate guidelines of 

education in the future. 

 For example, it is well-known there were a number of misrealistic, artificially 

generated positions about primary schools in the public education system of 

Kazakhstan in the totalitarian system of the former Soviet government. Therefore, it 

is a misrepresentation of the schools for the education and upbringing of the younger 

generation of the Kazakh people and the fact that they have their own historical 

development. All the time, school plays an important role in cultivation the scientific 

and educational way of national values for the child and contributes in his 

development as an individual. 

New opportunities for historical and educational research, the development of 

the Kazakh school are brought on the way to globalization within state policy of 

Kazakhstan aimed to achieve the world level in the 21st century. 

N. A. Nazarbayev, Elbasy, in his article “Projection into the future: 

Modernization of public conscience”, said: “We should develop all the necessary 

conditions for a comprehensive education of students in history, political science, 

sociology, philosophy, psychology, cultural studies and philology. The Latin 

alphabet was used from 1929 to 1940, and then was substituted for the Cyrillic script. 

Translation of the Kazakh script from the Latin alphabet to the new Alphabet based 

on Russian Graphics Act was adopted on November 13, 1940. So, the history of 

Kazakh alphabet was defined by specific political reasons. Preservation of national 

identity: First of all, it is a national code, if the national culture is not preserved, there 

will be no revival. Secondly, if we want to progress, we need to free ourselves from 

the prejudices of the past that hinder development of the nation.” One of the most 

important problems is the revival of national spiritual values through the education, 



traditions, customs, valuable heritage of the past; education of a generation who is 

purposefully proud of the history and current achievements of their nation, who has 

fully developed the Kazakh identity. 

It is a necessity of civilized development in the 21st century as a spiritual 

modernization, which is a multidimensional process of humane organization of 

relations in society and the social environment based on national identity, the 

development of intelligence, the education of a cultural feelings and spirits, 

consolidation of the individual system of life values and orientations as to get hold 

human values while preserving the national identity. 

The highlights of the education and upbringing reform in advanced public 

schools should become the support for the development of teachers’ educational 

skills in professional activities, the development of competitive individualities by 

providing students with up-to-date knowledge. The modern scientific and 

methodological analysis of the structural system of schools in Kazakhstan and the 

education in the history of its development is one of the concepts based on it, which 

makes it possible to properly orient the further development of primary education. 

 Our study analyzes the phases of primary school development in Kazakhstan 

(1915-1941), makes a scientific and historical and educational analysis of the 

primary school system and the Kazakh national primary schools formed under the 

influence of the colonial policy of Tsarist Russia and the ideology of the socialist 

society, and as well as tries to identify the philosophical, political and social, 

historical and educational, social and psychological conditions to justify the phases 

of their development; to give a scientific and educational and methodological 

features of the educational organization. Our default hypothesis was that the political 

and state structure and the socio-cultural situation had a direct impact on the 

development of historical and educational perspectives on primary education in the 

period under review, and it supported our research direction. There is a scientific 

community working on the scientific and educational research of the Kazakh 

intellectual society works on the educational history of the late of the 19th and the 

early of the 20th centuries over the problems of our research. 

S. Mussin studied the problems of the development of schools and their 

classification into grades in the first years of the Soviet government’s educational 

work in Kazakhstan in 1920-1936, and also studied the educational activities of the 

day encountered within the compulsory education law, in terms of the social-

political and ideological system of the day. K. B. Berzhanov, in the best friendship 

between Russian and Kazakh peoples in the education system, wrote a unique 

monograph on the impact of joint education and training on the social environment. 

Sembaev and G. M. Khrapchenkov define the content of political, ideological and 

legislative provisions and official documents, give pedagogical characteristics, 

analyze and systematize educational institutions working in education and 

upbringing with the development of Russian national schools of the local population 

in the late 19th and early 20th centuries and the history of the Kazakh Soviet school. 

J. Yessekeyev devotes his research work to the training of teachers underway teacher 

education in Kazakhstan in 1917-1930. K. Kunantayeva, professor, gives a scientific 

reason and defines the historical and educational problems of the education 



development and training of girls in the education system of Kazakhstan in 1920-

1977. K. Zharykbayev, professor, describes the development of pedagogical ideas 

in Kazakhstan before the October Revolution and its impact on the motivation to get 

education for the children of the Kazakh people. He develops the summary of 

advanced pedagogical concepts in the educational heritage of outstanding Kazakh 

educators, poets and other well-known figures. S. K. Kaliyev, professor, analyzes it 

as a scientific and educational work supporting and systematizing the issues to be 

motivated by the best perspectives of the national intellectual society of the early 

20th century during the realization and use of Kazakhstan educational heritage in the 

educational process in the schools of the educational system. A. K. Tlebaldiyeva 

made a study of the educational experience of 1917-1941 in the education in relation 

to the development of primary education in Kazakhstan. It is appreciated that this 

study is very close to our research, but the content of national primary schools in 

Kazakhstan is not fully disclosed due to the fact that this study was made in the 

Soviet society, where there was pressure from the ideological and political Soviet 

system and no way to cover a subject from the perspective of national interests. E. 

M. Baizakova devoted her research work to the study of the history of the 

methodological system of teaching individual subjects in primary schools in the 

1920s and 1930s. This is a scientific work where the teaching methods encountered 

in the development of educational science of that period are classified and compared. 

A. Ilyasova, professor, reviews the development of the pedagogical science theory 

in Kazakhstan in the 1900s and 1960s in terms of the educational history, analyzes 

and systematizes the works of scientists-teachers and the Kazakh national 

intellectual society encountered in the period from the early 20th century to the 60s, 

and justifies their contribution to the education, training and upbringing.  

K. T. Ibraimzhanov, professor, analyzes the type of primary schools in the studied 

periods, describes the content structures of primary schools formed in terms of 

political and ideological direction and missionary pedagogy in the direction of 

Russianization of Tsarist Russia according to the materials of 1861-1930 in the 

research work on the development of primary schools in Kazakhstan. Herewith, he 

describes the development of national primary schools and their further 

disarrangement, as well as the primary schools of the Soviet system. However, this 

work should be recognized as one of the most significant among the historical and 

educational research works in the classification of the history of the primary school 

of sovereign Kazakhstan from 1861 to 1930. 

Many studies on the history of educational work, the authors of which are 

scientists of the former Soviet Union, the CIS republics, autonomous republics and 

districts within Russia, are devoted to the problem of the education system and 

primary schools in this period. For example, K. I. Sultanbayeva (Moscow, Russia) 

studies the history of education before 1917 of the Middle Volga region, Eastern 

Siberia including the Yenissey Region, the Republic of Khakassia, Krasnoyarsk, 

etc., and the Sayano-Altai Territory today, M. I. Usmanov (Russia, Dagestan) studies 

the experience of school reform in Russia before 1917, S. A. Usmanova (Russia, 

Tula) – the ideas of the national-cultural and educational evolution of the late 19th - 

early 20th centuries and the pedagogical legacy of Bekir Choban, a teacher, 



methodist, poet, one of the founders of the national (Crimean Tatar) school, A. M. 

Allagulov (Russia, Orenburg) studies the problems of public education in terms of 

socio-economic and political developments in the Russian Empire in the latter half 

of the 19th - early 20th centuries, M. A. Nazarova (Tajikistan, Dushanbe) analyses 

the Romanization of the Tajik alphabet in 1929-1941, and its impact on the education 

system of Tajikistan, P. R. Lukyanova (Russia, Vladikavkaz, the Republic of North 

Ossetia) studies the development of primary education and primary schools in the 

North Caucasus in 1931-1941, A. D. Safarova (Russia, Orenburg) – various types of 

schools for children of national minorities in the Orenburg region from the late 19th 

to the 40s of the 20th centuries, Jeyla Gunduz kyzy Mamedova (Moscow, Russia) 

studies the problem of education following the historical situation in Azerbaijan at 

the late 20th and early 21st centuries, E. G. Karpova (Moscow, Russia) analyses the 

historical and educational activities of cultural and educational institutions of 

Yakutia in the education and enlightenment in 1917-1945. We are up for those works 

close to our research, as well as scientific articles written in recent years. 

Such problems as teaching children in their native language, imparting 

contemporary knowledge, school structure and upbringing of children, providing 

educational programs and manuals, etc. are found and analyzed in the works of 

representatives of the national intellectual society, who left the educational heritage 

with advanced perspectives on the development of the educational system and 

enlightenment in the Kazakh land at the late 19th and early 20th centuries. We take 

advantage of these works and manuscripts, which are of great importance for the 

history of pedagogy in our research. This is the work of Y. Altynsarin,  

A. Baitursynov, M. Zhumabayev, H. Dosmukhamedov, M. Dulatov, J. Aimautov, 

K. Kemengerov, T. Shonanov, etc. 

According to our research work on the study subject, we first of all draw on 

the fact that 1915 was not previously studied as the development of the Kazakh 

national primary school, and hereon, we analyze the innovative meaningful of 

education. Secondly, in accordance with national traditions and customs in the 

cultural and educational sphere, it is necessary to enrich the history foundation of 

primary education in Kazakhstan with new sources through scientific systematic 

analysis of the innovative educational progress; third, it is necessary to define the 

positive and negative aspects to the influence of developments in the Kazakh written 

language on the public education, its scientific, theoretical and methodological 

assessment from the historical and educational perspectives. 

 So, we have analyzed the scientific literature and made aware of the research 

work on the actual problem under study, and we have found that the development of 

primary education in Kazakhstan from 1915 to 1941 and its connection with the 

following steps have not yet been fully studied. It defines the following factors to 

update the history of advanced pedagogy with scientific information on the theory 

and practice of primary education, and also contributes to the proper comprehension 

of the history of the development of educational science in Kazakhstan from 1915 

to 1941, as well as to the prediction of its current position and prospects. 

Therefore, we focused on Development of the Kazakh national primary school 

(based on the materials of 1915-1941) in order to resolve the above-mentioned 



contradictions between the actual importance of this problem and missystematical 

review in the history of pedagogy, as well as to classify and update the history of 

primary education. 

Purpose and objectives of research: Research and classification of the 

experience of the development of the Kazakh national school in the education system 

in 1915-1941, as well as study of using it to improve the educational experience of 

contemporary schools.   

Target of research: The educational system, as well as the structural system 

of primary schools in 1915-1941. 

Research subject: The development of Kazakh primary schools in 1915-

1941. 

Research hypothesis: If we develop to define the scientific and educational 

foundation for the classification of the history development of the Kazakh national 

primary schools in the education system of Kazakhstan from 1915 to 1941 of the 

20th century, it will help to discover new educational ideas related to the 

improvement of the educational system and upbringing, and the opportunities with 

predictive implications for the further development of the problem under study. 

Research objectives: 
1.  Analysis of the development of the primary education system from the 

historically and educationally (1915-1941); 

          2. Progressive definition of the foundations of the scientific and educational 

system of the Kazakh national primary schools in 1915-1941; 

          3. Definition the content of the educational plans and programs for primary 

schools of the studied period, as well as the identification of their continuity with the 

educational process of contemporary primary education; 

              4. Identification of educational factors for the development of the primary 

school education system in 1915-1941 of the 20th century. 

Key note. Summarizing and valuing the educational work in the country in 

the process of developing the history of Kazakh education, including the 

development of Kazakh primary schools in the education system of the 20th century 

in 1915-1941; using it as background in the education of the younger generation.  

Methodologic and theoretical background of the research: The principles 

of historical dialectical development and formation of the individuality, the 

connection between truth and reality, historical continuity in the study of historical 

and educational events.  

Research facilities: The students majoring in 5B010200 – “Pedagogy and 

methodology of primary education” of Zhetysu State University after Ilyas 

Zhansugurov, M. Dulaty Taraz State University. 

Research sources: The periodicals of 1915-1941, materials of the central 

state archives of Kazakhstan and Russia, Uzbekistan, scientific works on the history 

of pedagogy of these states, materials from the collection of rare books and 

manuscripts of the National Library of the Republic of Kazakhstan. 

Research methods: Comparative historical analysis of archival documents, 

historical and educational works related to the period of the study; logical-historical, 

theoretical and systematic analysis of specific data on the subject of the study; 



sorting, generalization, classification and generalization, assessment of the overall 

research. 

Research phase: 

The first phase (2017-2018) – the research subject is resolved, the background 

of this problem in the scientific, educational and professional literature is studied. 

The review of historical, historical and educational, historical and ethnographic, 

psychological, and educational literature on the subject is made. The educational 

plans and programs, textbooks within the research target were reviewed and 

analyzed. 

The scientific and conceptual questions were defined, archival materials were 

collected which were compared with previously published works and confirmed 

their scientific value. 

Some scientific papers, articles, and sheets have been published based on the 

research materials. 

The second phase (2018-2019) – the collected data are analyzed from the 

perspective of the theoretical logic of modern educational sciences, the phases of 

primary education in Kazakhstan in 1915-1941 are defined and described. 

The third phase (2019-2020) – scientific research is summarized and 

classified. The following methods used for the classification into phases: analysis, 

generalization, comparative historical, historical and genetic. Structural and 

functional features are found. 

The research materials related to the subject “History of Pedagogy” were 

introduced to university students within the elective course “History of Primary 

Schools in Kazakhstan” (1915-1941) with the direct participation of Ph.D. 

candidate, as well as lectures and seminars were given to students. 

The scientific novelty and theoretical value of the research: 

1. The historiography of the primary school in Kazakhstan is classified, the 

analysis is conducted and a realistic assessment of the reasons to develop the national 

school (1915-1941) is given; 

2. The scientific and educational background of the Kazakh national primary 

schools of the first half of the 20th century is resolved, introduced into the scientific 

system and conceptually analyzed according to the phases; 

3. The relationship between the content of contemporary primary education 

and primary schools developed in the system of educational policy of Tsarist Russia 

and the Soviet government is resolved through the analysis of educational plans and 

programs (1915-1941); 

4. The educational background of the development of the education system in 

primary schools in 1915-1941 is found. 

The practical value of the research: 

The materials and conclusions included in the research thesis and found in 

terms of special sources can be used for educational, training and research purposes 

to study the history of the development of enlightenment and the education system 

in Kazakhstan before 1917 and during the Soviet period. They can be used in a 

comprehensive study of the history of public education in Kazakhstan and the 

Central Asian region; the development of textbooks and manuals, educational 



programs of universities, as well as in the course of the educational history in higher 

educational institutions of the Republic of Kazakhstan and in the study of elective 

courses on the problems of national history. As for major research aspects, the 

university has developed an elective course based on generalized ideas known as 

“The History of Primary Schools in Kazakhstan” (1915-1941) which helps the 

students to improve their knowledge in the history of pedagogics.    

The principal provisions put forth for the defence: 

1. The scientific research of the historical and educational fundamental 

challenges of the development of Kazakh primary school in Kazakhstan (1915-

1941); 

2. Periodization of scientific and educational, socio-political and national-

cultural conditions of the educational system development in the national primary 

schools of Kazakhstan at the early 20th century; 

           - /1915-1917 - development of national primary schools based on departure 

from the educational system within the missionary policy of Russianization of 

Kazakh primary schools and the formation of the Kazakh alphabet based on Arabic 

graphics, teaching students in their native language – the 1st phase/;  
- /1918-1929 - development and disarrangement of the national primary 

schools. Teaching the Russian language in Kazakh schools; centralized management 

of the systematization of the meaningful structure and the writing of educational 

plans and programs, textbooks; making subordination to the ideology of the Soviet 

government – the 2nd phase /; 

- /Development of the centralized education system of the Soviet government 

in 1930-1941, move of the Kazakh script/ to the Latin alphabet / transformation, 

elimination of artificial illiteracy and move to Russian Cyrillic script – 3rd phase/; 

3. Scientific and educational system analysis of educational plans and 

programs for education in Kazakh national primary schools in 1915-1941 and 

substantiation of continuity with contemporary primary education; 

4. To prove the educational background of the development of primary 

education system in 1915-1941. 

Thesis structure. Thesis consists of an introduction, two chapters, conclusion, 

references and appendixes. 

The first chapter “HISTORIOGRAPHY OF PRIMARY SCHOOLS IN 

KAZAKHSTAN FROM 1915 TO 1941” discusses the types of primary schools in 

Kazakhstan during this period, the transition periods in the development of these 

schools and their specific features, the history and prospects of the development of 

primary education at that time. 

The development of Russian-Kazakh schools set up for the purpose of 

Russianization of Kazakhs in the Tsarist Russia, the old and new systems of Muslim 

education, the system of education from 1915 to 1941, the development of Soviet 

schools based on ideological orientation are studied in this chapter, as well as issues 

of their structural meaning have a scientific justification from the history term of 

education rather than a school focused on the national character in matters of the 

education content. 



We were motivated by the principles of historicism, veracity, realism, and 

systematicity based on the laws of dialectics as a philosophy of development, in the 

course of achieving the goals and objectives of research, as well as the predicted 

results, the novelty of scientific research, and the provisions put forth for defense. 

Such an approach allows us to analyze the historical and educational experience 

more completely when studying the reform of the educational system content at the 

phases under review, and when identifying and studying the problems of 

development. When we review historical issues related to primary education, the 

need arises to individually consider the current and developed system of primary 

schools, as well as to define its achievements in the content structure from the 

historical and educational and methodological perspectives. When conducting 

research on the history of primary schools in the Kazakh land, it should be 

recognized that it is closely related to the history of the development of system of 

public authorities then and is defined by the features of the prevailing educational 

system. 

 The historicism in education is a fundamental position delivering the 

identification and cognition of the natural relationships that contribute to the 

development of schools organizing and providing primary education. The study of 

the historical development of the education in primary school and the definition of 

the direction of its development further allows us to get the real situation, to discover 

its patterns. The historical and educational analysis of the development of primary 

schools in Kazakhstan, the definition of its historical and chronological scope are 

justified by definite periods. 

 Truth and reality are verification of the archival data to prove that the 

historical information and facts used in the thesis belong to the periods included in 

the research work. Comparison of data used in the study with data and results of 

previously published research papers, identifying similarities and distinctive features 

of the events of the educational process encountered in the primary school of the 

academic and educational sector under study. To give the analytical idea of the 

necessity and demand for primary education in the social environment at the studied 

phases of research work. 

 Complication is the collection, classification and generalization of external 

circumstances and background based on the identification of the relationship to 

understand the core of the work of primary schools at a certain phase of the study as 

a socio-educational effect in educational activities as a whole. The identification of 

the relationship between the content structures of primary schools and the 

generalization of archival data related to primary education in the history of 

pedagogy by phase, sorting, analysis and generalization of data, philosophical, 

socio-political, historical and educational, methodologic and psychological 

comprehension. 

  Systematicity is a scientific justification of the relationship and the 

foundations of continuity and systematicity between the educational experience in 

teaching and upbringing in primary schools in Kazakhstan and the theory and 

methodological work in the contemporary educational system of primary education. 

Comprehension of the internal harmony system of historical education and 



contemporary educational processes and its internal connection according to the 

integral background. Otherwise, it means the integrity, unity and systematicity of 

the historical education in pedagogical sciences. One of the main objectives of any 

phase or any social structure is to define the content of education and upbringing, to 

develop the educational system, the core of which is primary education. 

The content of primary education and education in it depends on the 

requirements of the social environment in the structure of society, on the system of 

relations between the political, ideological, socio-cultural and other areas of the 

social structure in the direction of its development. The content of education and 

teaching methods are being improved in connection with the ideological 

development of the social structure, new objectives are being defined in connection 

with the development of science and technology, the forms of its organization that 

comply with modern demand are being creatively improved, and new ways to solve 

developing problems are being outlined during this period. So we are considering 

the patterns in the development of the school system in the period under study, 

changing within the directed ideology of new social structure. 

Certainly, we cannot reject the negative consequences of the social, public and 

other problems encountered in that historical period, as well as their unfavorable 

impact to preserve and develop national self-consciousness. As changes in the 

political and ideological, legal, financial and economic, socio-cultural and other 

areas of society in 1915-1941 resulted in the reconstruction of the education system. 

In other words, the content of educational work in schools, especially the 

organization and educational process in primary schools, was defined at that time by 

the foundations of the newly developed social structure. 

It is important to really study and conduct search and research work 

developing a new vision of the historical experience of the social life of our people 

for the purposes of the development of our state. As far as the right solution of the 

actual problems that arise today in the education and upbringing of the younger 

generation requires a good knowledge of the historical experience of the past in the 

education system. This will allow us to comprehensive review of all issues related 

to education and upbringing. 

The process of development of primary schools in educational work, as well 

as the foundations of the educational system from 1915 to 1941, can be divided into 

three phases. 

1st phase – 1915-1917. Departure from the educational system of 

Russianization of primary schools in the Kazakh land conducted within the 

missionary policy and the development of national primary schools based on the 

introduction of the national script based on the Arabic alphabet (“tote oku”), the first 

years of teaching students in their native language. 

2nd phase – 1918-1929. Development and disarrangement of national primary 

schools. Introduction of compulsory Russian language teaching in Kazakh schools, 

centralized management instance of writing educational plans and programs, 

textbooks, and systematic descriptions of the content structure, ideologization of the 

Soviet society system. 



 3rd phase – the period from 1930 to 1941.  The development of a centralized 

education system in Soviet society and the move of the Kazakh script to the Latin 

alphabet, the elimination of age illiteracy and the move to the Russian Cyrillic 

graphic system. 

As mentioned above, when studying the history of primary schools in 

Kazakhstan in 1915-1941, the structural system and levels of educational work of 

that period have the original principle, and we aim to classify them by phases, 

analyze them, and disclose the content structure. We have a chance to enlarge the 

history of Kazakh primary schools in the general history of education, to study the 

development of the educational system of educational work conducted during this 

period, and to define the background for this development. 

The Kazakhs were victims of the Russianization and colonization policy of 

Tsarist Russia before the October Revolution of 1917, and then, following the 

political and ideological influence of the Soviet system in the new social system, 

they began to lose their own system of valuable spiritual educational heritage 

reached to the younger generation on the self-development of the Kazakh nation. So, 

the content structure of the specialized secondary and higher educational institutions 

in primary education based on Jadid, national and other schools, as well as 

madrassas, was distorted. In view of this, we cover the content of the structural 

system of primary schools in the education in Kazakhstan from 1915 to 1941 and 

the problems of its development based on historical and educational objective 

factors. 

 The history of the development of primary schools in Kazakhstan in 1915-

1941 of the 20th century was interpreted as the activation of Russian-Kazakh 

(Russian-native) schools to spread Russian education among Kazakhs in order to 

make a barrier to the wide spread of the Muslim worldview, which is formed on the 

Islam religion. Introduction of a system of missionary education which aimed at 

Russianization of other nationalities, as the main objective of the colonial policy was 

Russianization and Christianization. The reformation of a religious school with the 

old methods of teaching kadim into a religious school with the new methods of jadid 

(“tote oku” - direct teaching) made it possible to teach Kazakh children in their 

native language, and further developed a scientific image of the world and the 

environment based on the Kazakh worldview. The group called “direct writing” in 

a new direction in education has been interpreted as “Jadidism”. “Jadidism” is a new 

method of education in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, which has achieved a 

value as an advanced political and cultural trend in the education, providing 

education to children of different nationalities in their native language. 

 The reformation of Muslim education in the educational system, increasing 

the “Jadid education” as a new trend, became a cultural and educational event among 

the Turkic Speaking peoples of Tsarist Russia, which have been the core of the 

Muslim worldview and national movement, contributed to the fact that children were 

taught to read and write in their native language, got knowledge and were destined 

for science. 

 Enlighteners, teachers and writers who сarved a place in history at the early 

20th century has marked a place for themselves in the historical and cultural life of 



the Kazakh people, laid the foundations for public education and the development 

of the national school. The professional heritage of A. Baitursynov, M. Dulatov,  

M. Zhumabayev, J. Aimautov, H. Dosmukhamedov, S. Seifullin, G. Karashev,  

M. Shokay, etc. has a great scientific value even nowadays. 

 Obviously, the Kazakh intellectual society during the development of the 

Soviet social system and following the general law studied as one of the main 

objectives the problem to establish and open an independent Kazakh school in the 

unified system of education – the “national school”. Though the schools established 

among Kazakhs in the new system are organizationally and structurally similar, and 

the use of the native language (Kazakh) as the main resource of education and 

upbringing is an aspect of the educational plans and programs for Kazakh schools. 

The fact that the common use the basics of national identity and culture in the 

education is the main concept of the organization and realization of the educational 

process in the Kazakh schools in the native language. We try to study, analyze and 

classify the use of Kazakh traditions and customs as a didactic education content, 

reflecting the national identity, the foundations of the spiritual and value culture 

formed over the centuries. We find the great significance has a major importance to 

realize the objectives of education in harmony with the directions of national 

education in the organization and implementation of the educational process.  

There was a problem of teaching a child in his native language in Kazakh 

schools during the Tsarist Russia of the early 20th century and in the first years of 

Soviet system which defined the main purpose and objectives of his development. 

In the 1926-1927 academic year, some Kazakh schools held Russian-language 

classes due to the shortage of textbooks and necessary educational books in native 

language and Kazakh teachers with special training. 

The development of primary education was held in the political-ideological 

and difficult socio-economic conditions of the society during the 20-30s of the 

Soviet system. And Kazakh schools in rural localities faced these special difficulties. 

The incomplete scope of primary schools and the shortage of training facilities had 

a negative impact on the organization and performing of the educational process at 

the required level, because of which the schools did not work full time, and therefore 

led to the loss of school teachers and slowed down the work to attract children to 

education. The above-mentioned information is proved by the following particular 

facts about the work on attracting students to schools and populating them in rural 

localities in the 1934-35 academic year. 

 A number of educational institutions were developed to improve the work in 

the education that began in the 1930s, and obviously the work in this direction was 

not fully resolved even in the 1940s. 

The second chapter THE CONTINUITY OF THE HISTORICAL AND 

EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND OF THE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM IN THE 

PRIMARY SCHOOLS OF KAZAKHSTAN IN 1915-1941 WITH THE 

PROCESSES OF CONTEMPORARY PRIMARY EDUCATION compares the 

educational experience of primary schools of each type during the time included in 

the research, and as of today, shows the important of the educational heritage based 

on the analysis of views and ideas about the content of educational programs, 



textbooks, as well as the organization of educational work in primary schools in the 

native language of the child. 

As we can see, the content of the education system in primary schools in 

Kazakhstan from 1915 to 1940 is directly related to the educational problems 

encountered in the contemporary primary school, and is an integral component of its 

historical educational background. As of today, it is the historical source of the 

primary education and the foundation for its continuity with the educational 

processes in contemporary primary education. Therefore, the content of the primary 

education system in Kazakhstan is developed in the right direction in accordance 

with up-to-date requirements, as a background for high-quality organization and 

future modeling in educational work, in order to avoid missteps and mistakes made 

in the educational system of the past.  

The primary education should become the main instrument in developing of 

prospective nation. The education content of Kazakh schools, as well as primary 

education, should include specific features that convey the Kazakh national identity. 

The education in the present sovereign state is becoming a historical and 

educational event which has led to the development of standards and educational 

programs based on the reformation in connection with the continual improvement 

and development of educational processes in primary schools encountered during 

several periods of social development in 1915-1940. The foundation for the 

development and improvement of the educational experience of the scientific-

theoretical and scientific-methodological orientation of primary education is the 

historical way of its development, i. e. the achieved results in the development of 

educational science aimed at meeting the requirements of public demand in the 

educational sector. 

Several problems in our country have been solved owing to the introduction 

of alphabet based on new written language. The new Kazakh alphabet has been a 

fact impacting our development in a very positive way. The new alphabet served as 

the foundation for significant growth in the development of national schools.  

The system of the Kazakh alphabet has been developed on the basis of Arabic 

graphics since the early 20th century, so that Kazakh children can learn in their native 

language. It was called “Ahmet zhazu” (“writing of Ahmet”) and took a special place 

in the educational work on teaching Kazakh children in their native language, and 

also made a start to the scientific study of the language methodological foundation. 

At the same time, it was an obstacle to the Russianization of Kazakh children. The 

new schools of the national direction based on the Jadid system of education refused 

the Russian-based Kazakh textbooks, using the aural method of teaching in the 

native language. This became the model of the best educational practice in the 

implementation of new methodological system in the organization of education in 

the Kazakh primary schools, in the education content and upbringing, educational 

programs, textbooks and studies. 

In 1920-1929, the Kazakh script based on Arabic graphics was widely used in 

office work, and then the Kazakh language was also introduced. However, in 1927-

1940, the Latin alphabet saving adopted, and in 1940, the Cyrillic alphabet was 

introduced. The Latin alphabet saving was made for the majority of the population 



to learn to read and write at the same time, and moreover, the Latin alphabet was 

introduced as the basis for the unity of the socialist society. This is a continuation of 

the Russianization policy of the Tsarist Russia and the one of colonization under the 

motto of Friendship between Peoples. It was based on the main objective to 

introduce Cyrillic alphabet, i.e. recognition and speaking of Russian as the main 

language of communication. 

The elective subject was developed and introduced based on the achieved 

results of our thesis and guided by the data used in our research work, as well as in 

the process of activities to support its scientific character. It was specially developed 

to enrich the course of the education history in order to develop new approaches to 

the history of the Kazakh primary school. Obviously, the advanced science and the 

system of advanced knowledge based on it contribute to the development of an 

innovative worldview in the state with its social system and social environment. 

Sure, skills to get advanced knowledge and master the sciences are based on the 

great work of the school system which imparts knowledge through education. 

Therefore, we have developed an elective course “History of primary schools in 

Kazakhstan” (1915-1941). It is the study and interpretation of the historical way to 

develop primary schools, the formation of educational idea based on it, the 

comprehension of what has been studied and the ability to give it an objective 

assessment, i.e. an individual approach to primary education in the historical and 

educational heritage makes it possible to correct the shortcomings in the structure of 

the contemporary national school. And also we have a chance to study and discover 

the content of the primary schools according to a particular historical period, the 

content structure of textbooks, manuals and educational plans, programs used in 

their educational practice in terms of science, education, and methodology. It allows 

you to study the educational experience encountered in the history of education in 

Kazakhstan in a new way. It allows present students and prospective professionals 

to develop new approaches to the history and historical problems in the education 

system, to contribute to the modernization of public consciousness and the 

development of the national education system. The exaggeration of the one and the 

misinterpretation of the other, for example, have encountered in the historical and 

educational studies devoted to the activities of primary schools, in the assessment of 

the educational work performed in those periods, due to the fact that a worthy 

objective assessment of the  primary schools of that period and the history of their 

development was not given. 

 So, we came to the following results in the process of writing a research work 

on our chosen subject. It proves the value to develop the educational activities in 

accordance with the types of historical and educational systems, works in the 

education system and the types of primary schools and their typical structural content 

encountered in the development of primary schools in Kazakhstan from 1915 to 

1941. 

1. The research work develops the historical and methodological system of 

primary education in Kazakhstan from 1915 to 1941 of the 20th century, provides 

historical, educational and methodological features, and analyzes. 

2. We have divided the historical period under study into three phases.  



1st phase – 1915-1917. Departure from the educational system of 

Russianization of primary schools in the Kazakh land held within the missionary 

policy and the formation of national primary schools based on the introduction of 

the national script based on the Arabic alphabet (tote oku), the first years of teaching 

students in their native language.  

   2nd phase – 1918-1929. Development and disarrangement of national primary 

schools. Introduction of compulsory Russian language teaching in Kazakh schools, 

implementation of centralized management in the writing of educational plans and 

programs, textbooks and a regular description of the content structure, 

ideologization of the Soviet system of society. 

 3rd phase – 1930-1941.  Development of a centralized education system in 

the Soviet society and move of the Kazakh script to the Latin alphabet, elimination 

of age illiteracy and move to the Russian graphic system (Cyrillic alphabet). The 

phases of the development of primary schools, their types and features, history and 

development, the content of education in the improvement of academic programs in 

education, the organization of educational work in the native language are resolved. 

3. The historical and educational relationship of primary schools in 

Kazakhstan and the contemporary system of primary education from 1915 to 1941 

of the 20th century is identified, and their continuity is proved. 

4. The elective course “History of Primary schools of Kazakhstan” (1915-

1941) was developed and introduced into the educational program to train 

prospective teachers of primary schools in higher educational institutions, and which 

allows you to enrich the educational content on the History of Pedagogy; specific 

results are found that prove the efficiency to conduct educational experiments aimed 

at study out the confidence. 

The foundation of the scientific assessment given in the scientific concept of 

the thesis, as well as the structural system of the total research work, is proved. The 

results of the research work enrich the knowledge background related to the history 

of education in Kazakhstan which allows you to use it widely in research works 

related to the history of pedagogy. 

According to the results of the research work, we offer the following 

recommendations to help to develop educational experience at the phase of primary 

education, as well as to train prospective teachers of primary schools, or to improve 

their professional knowledge: 

1. We believe it is an effective way to study the history of the development of 

primary schools in Kazakhstan as an elective course in the educational plan of the 

major 5B010200 – “Pedagogy and methods of primary education”. 

2. It is available to hold specific lectures and practical training works on the 

development of experience, history and theory of primary education in the institutes 

of advanced training of primary school teachers. 

3. Introduction and interpretation of the educational experience of primary 

schools in this historical and educational study during the organization of the 

educational process in primary classes in the native language, as well as extra 

training in a foreign language. 



4. Based on the experience of educational work in primary schools of 

Kazakhstan from 1915 to 1941, to get used to it and find a flexible use in the 

organized educational work at the present phase of primary education which will 

contribute to the development of Kazakhstan community spirit, national reassertion 

and the development of independent public consciousness. 


